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To: A303 Stonehenge
Subject: Proposed A303 Highway Improvements
Date: 09 August 2020 09:58:17
Attachments: Submission to Planning Inspectorate Aug "20.pdf

Ref.  Application for Development Consent Order for A303 Improvements at
Stonehenge            
 

Dear Sir / Madam,  I note that decision for above has been deferred to 13th

November 2020.  It is stated that new material relevant to the Development

Consent Order decision can be submitted until August 13th.  
 
This mail makes the case for the south-west sector of the Stonehenge Estate
as an integral part of the complete Stonehenge monument and an essential
component of the design, construction and use of the stone circles c. 2500
B.C. onwards.  The south-west sector in question stretches for c. 1 km. away
from the monument and is presently cut into two chunks by the A303
highway, which seems to me to be an insult to the monument and its
creators.
 
I would like to make my own comment in so far as the recent discovery of
(Neolithic?) pits close to Durrington walls is concerned.   It appears that
these are well clear of the proposed route for the A303 improvements and
are therefore not in conflict.  It is not reasonable to argue that, because
these have recently been discovered where they have, then there may be
similar to be discovered on the new roadworks alignment.  So long as
possible archaeology within the new roadworks is detected and explored as
work proceeds (as I am sure it will be) then the possibility should not be
sufficient reason to block the new roadworks.  It can be argued that the new
roadworks will offer a very good opportunity to very thoroughly carry out
archaeological exploration, probably at public expense as part of the
development.  This actually sounds like a golden opportunity for
archaeology in this area which they would be wise to ‘grasp with both
hands’ whilst the opportunity is on offer.  It is generally agreed that most
archaeological excavation is destructive anyway so therefore one side or the
other will probably destroy any archaeology later if not sooner!  It sounds
sensible to proceed with care but at least to move forward.  This is the
opinion of a mere common man – member of the public – citizen – very




Submission to Planning Inspectorate concerning proposed improvements to A 303 Highway 


at Stonehenge Wiltshire.    


 


Dear Sir / Madam,    


I hope that it is not too late to submit the enclosed document.  I understand that the current 


closing date for submissions is 13th August 2020.  The enclosed has been drawn from various 


pages of a newly completed manuscript, that is only just available, concerning the purpose 


of Stonehenge.  This work has only just been completed from several separate sections and 


drawn into a unified manuscript.  


 (The completed new manuscript is titled ‘Stonehenge 2020 – The Way Forward’.  It has 


been placed on-line – late June / early July – for freely available public access.  It can be 


found at: --              www.secsignals.co.uk  .        The pages within this submission have been 


drawn from this manuscript (-actually a slightly earlier proof copy and therefore there are a 


few very minor alterations, pencil marks, page numbers, etc. but insignificant.)    


The enclosed document makes a case for the vital importance of the south-west sector of 


the Stonehenge Estate, from the main Stone monument itself, as far as the small woodland 


called ‘Normanton Gorse’, and the very important solitary, large Round Barrow listed as 


‘Amesbury G. 15’, a distance of c. 1 km.  My proposition is that this south-west sector is a 


very major part of the design and location of the whole Stonehenge complex within its 


landscape, and that this sector should be given very great priority from the point of view of 


enhancing ‘Stonehenge Complete’. 


The south-west sector should, therefore, urgently be ‘cleaned up’ and the awful presence of 


the A 303 highway should be eliminated as it currently exists.   


Much of my argument and the information here submitted has not before, to the best of my 


knowledge, been described and emphasised, and I believe that the whole will put the 


prospect of removing / hiding the A 303 into a new and urgent light.   


From the point of view of the original and intended function  of our Stonehenge, this part of 


the Stonehenge Estate, with its attendant over-loaded traffic highway, does not appear to 


be fit for purpose.   


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


See the full manuscript at:- 


              www.secsignals.co.uk 



http://www.secsignals.co.uk/





                                                                                                                                                                                    


 


‘Shambolic Stonehenge’ – The ‘Long View’ from atop round barrow ‘Amesbury G.15 in the 


south-west sector of the Stonehenge Estate, c. 1 km from the stones.  This round barrow 


marks the end point of the most important (but previously not described) axis of 


Stonehenge that is one of the primary bases of the design, location and functioning of the 


whole monumental complex.   


This axis is far more important for the understanding of Stonehenge as a whole than the 


more well-known axis towards mid-summer sunrise in the north-west sector.  It is the 


primary feature connecting the stone monument to the landscape and, when Stonehenge 


was planned, four and a half thousand years ago, was part of a functioning ‘light show’ 


planned and then created by the original architects.   


See how, in our modern era, we have contrived to have a major, over-crowded highway 


cutting clean across this feature.  The A 303 highway, certainly in this south-west sector, 


should be removed / hidden as soon as possible.  It is an insult to the creators and the 


builders of Stonehenge who worked so very, very hard to create the foundations of our 


nation.  Furthermore it completely ignores the intellectual achievement that they 


bequeathed to us.     


 


 







    







  







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







 







interested bystander – non-professional!  
 
I also have some new material of my own which I wish to put forward which
I feel is relevant to this debate and offers further reason why the proposed
road improvement should go ahead A.S.A.P.  I have been working on this
aspect of Stonehenge for some time but have only just collected it all into
one comprehensive document within the last few weeks to a point where it
is ready to be put into the public domain.  Therefore I have only just had this
material in a coherent form to submit to you.  I have now placed my
completed document on-line (late June / early July) for public viewing where
it is available to view free of charge.  For the purpose of this debate and this
mail I have extracted relevant pages and provided them in the attachment
(c. 57 pages). 
 
A main theme of my new work is that I wish to emphasise how very
important is the landscape within which Stonehenge is constructed,
particularly the south-west sector from the stone monument itself towards
the south-west for a distance of 1 km. as far as the small woodland known
as ‘Normanton Gorse’ and the lone round barrow ‘Amesbury G 15’.  I here
make the case that this is a very important part of the stone monument,
possibly more so than the familiar north-west sector along the Stonehenge
Avenue towards mid-summer sunrise.  It is however an area whose
importance is rarely stressed and has had little special focus / examination
by specialists.  Also it is rarely described in any detail.  My work raises much
new evidence, observation, deduction about this south-west sector and its
importance for the original functioning of Stonehenge, its purpose, and the
reason for its siting and construction as it was. 
 
I believe that as new research and ideas concerning the south-west sector
become more widely considered there is going to be a much greater
interest in this south-west sector by many people.  This means that there
are going to be far more people wishing to explore this sector on foot.  This
may be tourists or family groups with young and old members.  However
the current situation means that pedestrians must seek to cross the A303 to
access this area, probably at any time of day (or twilight, or darkness). 
Clearly that is an untenable situation which can only be resolved when the
A303 is removed from cutting across this south-west sector. 



 
It seems to me that, from the point of view of common sense and sanity,
either the A303 must be removed from cutting across the south-west
sector, or, it may be necessary to try to prevent exploration of this large and
very important part of the Stonehenge Estate by pedestrians.  Such a course
cannot possibly be within the spirit of this very important and world
renowned heritage asset.  This whole A303 project and improvement is
going to happen eventually – later if not sooner.  For goodness sake can it
be got on with now and release Stonehenge from this present anomalous
situation.
 
I hope I am not out of order making this representation at this late stage,
but it is only just recently available in a presentable form.  Please would you
confirm receipt of this mail.  Please confirm that the attachment opens
satisfactorily – it contains 53 pages – derived from the source material
below.    Thank you. 
 
Yours faithfully,                David Dann.           (Full manuscript – source
material – ‘Stonehenge 2020 -The Way Forward’  at:-  
www.secsignals.co.uk   )                            

https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.secsignals.co.uk%2F&data=02%7C01%7CA303Stonehenge%40planninginspectorate.gov.uk%7Ce0b5cd719628450d3f1608d83c4258e6%7C5878df986f8848ab9322998ce557088d%7C1%7C0%7C637325602957656397&sdata=GhVK7%2BjwOennmFLK7WAIBf%2FVhcfC9YupyERVg6vfU%2FM%3D&reserved=0
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